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PHE onſuing. Diſcourſe ir humbly offer d is 
2 Eſſay toward ſome more elaborate\aud ex- 
. rewſive Work, which may be requiſite againſt 
| | Ping Notion of this Age; as if the Conſumma- 9 
vere at hand. Jn the mean time, while we are 
llarm'd by a ſordid Impoſturt of this kind, ſuch 


X 


eds not to be refuted, hat epos d; our Charch ©, 
delt boy acce pt of this weak Endeavear, for the Wi. 
w U Inſult ſhe may expett from that of Rome. 
Plet her or no Thoſe are indeed the Enemies that = :4 
ſown theſe Tares amongſt. us; They undoubtedly __ _ |.J 
gjoyce at their ſpringing up Aud ate now ready _. 
proach wo Proteſtant Churches at the ſame time: © ( 
ras furniſhing the Adttors, and the other as ha. F' 
wply'd the Scene, to ſodeep a Tragedy in Reli. ſ 


t the Materials of that Appendix I ſhall here Mi 
v will lay likewiſe a large ſhare of the ſame Air. 0 | 
i to the charge of the Church of Rome: and at the © | 

me, they will abundantly convince the Reader 
 oſefulneſs, and -Expediency of this Diſcourſe. _, | 3 
theſe been well confidered, as I am ſure they were 
own, when this Sermon was once deliuer i before RE: | 
tr learned Auditory; its Author had not been thes ' ' 
ed, as if he had undutifully directed it againſ® '' . 


* 


2 Right Reverend Father of our Church. Buff, 
was Ir not ſaid, ſome Father of the Church of Gru 

, where the Sermon wad at firſt Compos'd, and Pu 
ed ro the Factory at Smyrna? *T7s entrenching 
thinks, on the deference that is due to ſo great 41 
t bring it, on this occaſion, upon the Stage, 
fince the freedom of other Men has made this rud 
veceſſary, I wilt add what follows, for the rem. 
of ſo Injurious a Reflection. Being then almoſt a her; 
gerto my NativeC ountry, I was not indeed acguſſſolu 
ed with whar that moſt Learned Prelate is preyiſſiro: 
o on ſome Scripture Prophecies. But fince fom! tber 
bons have taken this occaſion to inform me of telle 


CF rave leave to tell them, that 7 conceive as great Fre 
that Performance, as bis poſſible to do of one t + 


_ wot yet appeard. I expect to ſee, it manag d willff reſt 
equal Modeſty and Judgment, but with-a ſuMicnd, 

- knowledge of Scripture and Antiquity,to the ines ev 
rable Lakour of Mr. Mede. And baving ſail pat 
much, I hope it will ſufficiently acquit the Int we 
of my Diſcourſe : fince it has nothing indeed ine 
e, but what it has borrow'd from that Work. Bnaw 
85 „ CE | 1 mine 
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oy JaMES 5. . | 
The Coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 


now not by what Infirmity of ſome Men it hap- 
ens, that they are fond of preſaging the final Diſ-—- 
olution of the Univerſe. Whether this may pro- 
from a Natural habit of Melancholy, or an Aﬀe- 
bew of Piety, or an Ambition of being che firſt 
tellers of that great Event; moſt certain it is, that 
have taken upon them to fix the time of Chrilt's 
arance, and to ſummon all mankind tothe Judg- 
of the great day. Nor have theſe Opinions al- 
reſted amongſt the Brainſick and Enthuſiaſtick 
itude; but have ſometimes prevail'd fo far, as to 
seven thoſe of Note and Character in the Church: 
particularly, in the * Third, the Eleventh, the 
ſth, and the late expir'd Century. It were need- 
paſs any laborious Cenſure on theſe men or theit 
ions; on Which every one that now hears me, 
naturally make theſe three Reflections. Fir, 
they are inſufferably atrogant in pretending” ro 
mine that time which, as the Scripture aſſures us, 
ſearchable to Man, or Angel, or even to Chriſt | 
If in his human Nature. Secondly, That they 
become the Scorn and the Reproach of Mankind, 
they themſelves have the misfortune to outlive 
vain Predictions. Thirdly, That though they 
falſely foretold Chriſt's coming, yet he has moſt 
| foretold theirs, and at the fame time cauti- „ 
his true Diſciples againſt adhering to them.  Mea- , _ 


— — 7 * 


the particulars of this in the Appendix. 5 N N 
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| ny ſhall come in my name, ſaying, 1 am Chriſt," and the i 
1  draweth near; go ye not therefore after them. (Luke 21. Ne 
1 But aſter all, there will ariſe this Queſtion, of ſo 
'- Weight and Difficulty; viz. What then is the mean 
t -of thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of the End, and Chi 
E Sccond Coming as near at hand: How ſhall we Ing 
pret thoſe Holy Pen-Men, who in that firſt Infangſſh, 1 
Chriſtianity, ſeem*d apprehenſive that they then lf v 
upon the laſt Scene of this lower World? That 
Coming of the Lord draweth nigh, is the expreſs Aſſen il. 
of my Text. Anſwerable to this, St. Paul Iĩixewiſe ;; 
ſures the Philippians, that the Lord & at band, (Phil. 6 
be end of all things & at band, ſays St. Peter, (1 Per. tc 
I come quickly, ſurely I comequickly, ſays our Lord him I 
(er. 12. 12, 20.) aprecably to Which we read int, 
Ooſpel of St. Foby: Ibe Hour « coming, and now d, 1 1 
rꝛbe Dead ſhell bear hz Voice of the Son of God, (John 5.hiy 1 
To ſay nothing of thoſe other places of Holy Script 0 0 
in which the laft Time, the latter Days, and the Hl be 
15e World, are Phraſes put to ligal e the Firſt Ag 
the Goſpel. Theſe are thoſe plain Expreſſions Mon- 
at firſt View ſeem to repreſent the Frame, as jult cer; 
ſolving, and God deſcending down from Heaven ron 
change the Natural, as well as Moral World: Nanin 
nevertheleſs, both have now continued ſince that her 
for more than Sixteen Centuries. Hence the gte rſt 
Cardinal Baronius, with other unwary Writers ofſſes of 
| Church of Rame, have not ſtuck to ſay that the. ever 
\.- Mes were miſtaken in this Point; it being that peqolut 
' Matter of which Chriſt had no Authority to inſſpr ist 
them. But tis one thing to be uninform'd of thef i; L 
of Judgment, and another to aſſiga a falſe time oifhle n 
Eßpenr. And therefore the Ignorance of the Aphhof! 
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in che former of theſe two Caſes, could hardly Aer th 
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| Bal: they may haye committed in the latte 
ebeen drove upon untimely: Prophecies, and others 
e raſhly imputed an Error to the Inſpir d Pen- 
T7; 1 ſhall divide the following Diſcourſe into theſe 
FT 


1 ſhall account for thoſe Paſſages of Holy Writ, 
which ſpeak of the End, and Chriſt's Second Co- 
„ EE EIS 

I ſhall conſider how far. all bold Enquirers into the 
time of the laſt Judgment, tend not only to di- 

ſturb the good Order of the World, but likewiſe _ 
to fruſtrate the moſt. Subſtantial and moſt Noble 


i 
U 


Duties of our Religion. i 
W. Therefore, I am to account for thoſe Paſſages of 
ly Writ, which ſpeak of the End, and Chriſt's Se- 
nd Coming as near at hand: And this, as I conceive, 
A beſt be done, by ſnewing, VVV 
Ft, That theſe Paſſages of Holy Writ could not 
onably be Interpreted, even in the Apoſtles times, 
pern ing any ſudden Diſſolution of the World. And 
Wecondly, By enquiring what is that true and genuine 
F:ning, which now, and then, and always will agree 
— . 
Vin, Iam to ſhew that my Text, and the like Paſ- 
es of Holy Writ, could not reaſonably be Interpre- 
even in the Apoſtles times, concerning any ſudden 
Nolution of the World. As the Mind of any gu- 


is Diſcourſing on the ſame Subject; ſo muſt this 
le more particularly be obſerv'd in the Interpreta- 
nof Holy Scripture: which having been firſt wrote 

ler the direction of,the Holy Spirit, cannot eaſily be 
mitted to any bare. Human and Earthly Judge. II 
refore in the Books of the New A there 


l occur any plain Expreſſions which either irectl7ß 


/ 


5 A aſſert, 
- F „ 


crefore this Queſtion, by which ſome Men 


Pr is beſt explain d by himſelf, when in another place 5 | 


* 


dent reaſon, why the foremention d Paſſages are i 


ſhall leave no Suſpicion, either of miſtake or deceit, 


is diſcourſing eee. the time of the Great Day, 
there ſeems to obviate tl 
of his Diſciples might poſſibly have been led, vn 
the Genera n being near at hand. He the 
tells them, that 1t 


not by and by: i. e. ſome con 
| ſhall follow, before the Goſpel is to be concluded; af 
God and Man are to meet in order to their great i 

count. To this poſitive Teſtimony of our Savio 
- we may add that other of his Apoſtle St. Paul: wil 


© Brethren, by the coming of our Lord Feſus Chrift, and h 
" gathering together unto bim, that you be nat ſoon ſhak 


Letter as from us, a4 that the Day of Chriſt is at hand. 
no Man decetve you : for that Day ſhall not come, except i 


Son of Perdition, (2 Theſ. 2. 1, &c,) From which la 


aſſert, or elſe neceſſarily infer, that the Diſſolutioa + 
the World ſhall not be very ſudden ; then the PafſyMWhri 


before recited, muſt admit of ſome other than whaſull 
firſt ſight appears to be their meaning. And ſo the ſhim. 


tinuance of the World, from that to theſe preſent tin 


the Holy and Inſpir'd Pen- Men. — Therefore 
1. When in the 21ſt Chapter of St. Lake, our Savi 


hat Opinion, into which ſat 


| hall at length be preceded: by ſogfſo! 
terrible Commotions and Convulfions in the Worl 
but then at the ſame time, He cautions them not 
miſtake all Changes either of State or Nature, for Sa 
of that great Event. For tags He expreſly, The HA 1c 
iderable Succeſſion of Ya 


finding that the Theſſalonians had falſely Inferr'd fra 
ſome words of his, that the World ſhould be ſudde 
at an End, corrects therefore their miſtake, in 

plain and pathetick Exhortation : Now” we beſeech 


Mind, or be troubled, neither by Spirit, nor by Mord, ni U ö 


he a falling away firſt, and that Man of Sin be Revealed, 


words of St. Paul, we likewiſe are afforded another 


laterpreted of no ſudden Diſſolution of the Unive 


a 104 


"70S 2 ; 


all ariſe, and ſhall draw the Eyes of the World upon 


ab in the Temple of God, ſhewing Himſelf that He God. 

hich Character, whether ic will beſt agree to the 
it, who boaſts himſelf as God in the Seat of the Chri- 
an Emperors, or to the Pope, who acts another ſort 


nine. I ſhall only at preſent make uſe of this Paſſage 
oinfer, that the Authors of the New Teſtament, did 
either themſelves Believe, nor Teach others to expect 


as that Monſter here intended by the Apoſtle, it need- 
| ſome conſiderable time to raiſe him to that pitch of 


kfeat of Antichriſt, and the coming of our Saviour, as 


Woundly ſilent. But, 


3. It is our Sayiour's own poſitive and expreſs Pro- 


* 
i 


fore the Day of his Second Coming. This Goſpel of the 
ations, and then ſhall the End come. (Matth. 24. 14.) 
ere therefore the Firſt Chriſtians are adviſed of a vaſt 
nd extenſive Work, a Work of long and prodigious 


e Natural and Moral World were to remain intire. 
rue indeed.-it is, that God could ſoon have call'd every 


Wat on the other. fide, thoſe weak and human Methods 


im. Him he here deſcribes as the Man of Sin, and the 
mof Perdition; who oppojeth, and axalteth himſelf above al 
at M called God, or # Worſbipped; ſo that He, as God, ſt-— 


f God in the Seat of Chriſt Himſelf, let others deter- 


Wy ſudden Diſſolution of the World. For whatever 


Intichriſtian Power; and poſhbly much more till He 
hould be remoy'd again, and couſumed, as the Apo- 
eexpreſſes it, with the Spirit of the Lord. Bur then 
er all, what diſtance of time ſhould run betwixt this 
the Scripture it ſelf, ſo ought we likewiſe to be pro- 
hecy, that every part of the World ſholl at leaſt ſuc- 
eſſiyely, and at ſome time or other become Chriſtian, 


Uno dom ſhall be Preached in the World, for à witneſs to all 


ificulty : Till the Accompliſhment of which, both 


ation under Heaven, to the Obedience of the Goſpel. | 


which he .yiſibly effected this, gave them an Im- 
8 meaſu- - 


1 We are plainly here inforprd, that the Day of 
hriſt ſhall not as yet come, till ſome great Apoſtate 


p 
* 


meaſurable ſpace of time to expect the Concluſion 
the World. F We ſtill; lee after the Tract of alm 
Seventeen hundred Years, how great a part of this P"f 
miſe remains yet to be Accomplith'd : Religion h 
- ing Travelld by flow Paces from the Eaſ, and fru. 
che Brink of the Weſtern Continent, but lately ſtept ol 
into the American World. Tho therefore we arc ili 
from enquiring, and much farther from: derermini 
when the End of the World ſhall be, yet we even nc 

_ conceive it as approaching at a diſtance. . For as 
Paul could ſay in the former, ſo can we likewiſe ſayi 
theſe latter Ages of Chriſtianity, (A. 2. 8.) Me ſe: 

get all things put under bim. And then the Inference 
jjuſt, that the Diſſolution of the World is not ſo ſudde 
ly to be expected. Becauſe according to the ſame. A 
ſtle, Then cometh the End, when He (ball have put down 
Rule, and all Authority and Power : i. e. when by the 
neral Reception of the Gofpel, the Deſtruction of A 
tichriſt, and the Converſion of the Jews, Chriſt { 
have Completed, and even Reſign'd up his King 


ſe 
oſe 


of Grace. But, | 57 „. 5 
4. The Authors of the New Teſtament were ſom 
adyerrtigd of that large diſtance of Time which ſho 
paſs berwixt the Firſt and Second Coming of our $ 
viour, that they have made a careful Proviſion agai 
_ thoſe Prejudices and Jaconveniencies, which mig | 
ariſe to the Goſpel upoa that very Account. Heir y 
the Duties of Patience, Long - ſuffering, and Watch 
neſs ate inculcated to every pious Chriſtian, who a 
a faithful expectation of 0 Day of Chriſt, ſhall betty 
to ſay with David, My Soul is at hir for God, yea ei 
Por the living God, when ſhall I come to appear before the | 
—_  fenceof God. Hence all diſtruſtful and repining Per; 
A te tacicly reprov d in that Parable of the Evil Servaih, .- 
Who began to ſay in his Heart, My Lord delayeth ue 
coming, (Matt h. 2. 48.) and ſo preſuming on the ; 


i : : | wad 33 30 6 9 5 der 
„ande of his great Accoizht, fell into ſome Irreligi 8 
Habits of Intemiperance and Oppreſſion. | Hence , euir 


% 


N 
> 


* 


yes that the days of the Goſpel ſhould be indeed ſhore 

a divine, however long they may appear in an hu- 
me Senſe. For that one day is with the Lord, as a 
houſand years, and a Thouſand years as one day. 


ely ſenſe of the Counſels of God, and the great Circle 
Eternity, he and the other Apoſtles ſpake otherwiſe 
that Space as of a little time. n 
But thus much may ſuffice from the poſitive Aſſertion 
the Authors of the New Teſtament, from their Ac- 
unt of the Riſe and Fall of Antichriff, from their Pro- 
iſe of the ſpreading of i and from that Pro—- 
ion they have made againſt what may be objecte * 
om the delay of Chriſt, to ſhew that they were not 
oſſeſſed of an Opinion, that the Judgment of the great 
hy ſhould fo quickly be Revealed. To which we 
y farther add, that in the Revelations of &. Joh, 
ere occurs an expreſs Prophecy of a Thouſand Nears: 


e Lord (ſays he) # not ſlack in bis Promiſe, as ſome Men 1 ö 
Wane ſlackneſi. Whence it is eaſie to infer, that St. Prrer fs} 
d indeed acknowledge a Succeſſion of more than a J 
houſand years to the Day of Doom: Tlio having a 


which whatſoever may be the ſecret Meaning, vet 
ere isa direct mention of a large and confitheratſe og dE 
time, to be accompliſh'd in this, and not in another 
Vorld. From hence therefore, as well as from What | 
as before alledg d, I ſhall not now ſcruple te con- 


alle Scriptures which ſeem to ſpeak of Chriſts Second 
oming as near at hand, could not reaſonably be Inter- 
tete, even in the Apoſtles Times, chncergißg any 
udden Diſſolutipn of the World. Therefore,; 
$*condly, Ino come to enquire what is that true and 
enuine Senſe, which then, and nows and always wit 
W | 9 155 agree 
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ſe St. Peter takes care to obviate the Reflections of 1 
ole Scoffers, which he foreſaw in the laſt Days: en 
ho ſnould tauntingly upbraid our Lord with the tar- 5 | 
neſs of his Appearance, and fay, Where is the Promiſe” * 
bis Coming? (2 Pet. 3. 4.) in anſwer to which, he ob- þ 


lude, that the words of my Text, as alſo thoſe Pa- - 


% x 
. ” 


— 
* 


Ts ture, Which ſpeak of the End and Chriſt's Second Co- avi 


rence of God for the Subverſion of their Common. er 


Þ tion of Time, will produce the ſpace of Four hundred. 
\ , and ninety Ycars: Of which, but Forty-one were noni 


after his Baptiſm in the River Fordan. *T was there- 
forte this ſadden impending Doom, decreed within 


85 Coreg of the Son of Man. The Coming of the Son 6 


1; oo. 1 
agree to this, and the like Paſſages of Holy Writ. Ani 


form a plain and caſte Interpretation of thoſe I hay 


ſhortly to be accompliſh'd. For Daniel had included 


0 


in order to this, I ſhall here inſiſt upon four differen un 
Conſiderations, from which, if righly applied, we may fin 


above-mentioned, and all other Places of Holy Scrip: 


ming, as near at hand. Therefore, 


I. We are to conſider, that the Goſpel was at fi 16, 2 


preach'd to the Jewiſh People, upon whom the Sen-.“ 
wealth, and the Deſolation of their Sanctuary, wa 


the laſt Period of their Goverment, from the return 
of the Babylomſh Captivity, to the final Overthrow o. 
Jeruſalem, in Seventy Propetick Weeks. Now these 
being computed aceording to our ordinary Denomins 


remaining, when our Saviour firſt began to Preach 0 


the ſpace of one Generation, to overtake this unhap- 
py People, that the Inſpir'd Writers ſo often repte - 
ſented to them as the End of all Things, and the 


3 becauſe in revenge of thoſe Indignities which 
they had offer'd to his Sacred Perſon, he ſhould joint. 


witch the Roman Armies before Feruſalem, under the Fee 


a difloly'd Nation, there is no future __ For thi Wi 
reaſon, as whatſoever is commenſur 


nuance of any People, has been always ſtil'd and 1 
Es 5 . counte 


Character of the Deſtroying Angel; and (as the Hi 
ſtory of the Siege informs us) repay one by innume- 


on the Deſtruction of any People, *cis all one to them, 
as if even Time ir ſelf and Succeſſion ſhould be no more. 
For though ſingle Perſons have another ſore of Ext: 


rable Crucifixions. The End of all Things ; becauſe, up- 


ſence after the Diſſolution of Soul and Body; yet wiſh," 


e to the conti 


ounted Everlaſting ; ſo whatſoever ſhall at length put 
final Period to their Community, may literally be 
all'd the End. Moſt true therefore, in reſpe& to the 
ewiſn Oeconomy, was that expreſſion of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, (Mark 1. 15.) The time fulfilled: As alſo that 
ther which we read in St. Matthew's Goſpel, (Marth. 
16. 23.) There be ſome:fandirg here, which ſhall not tafte of 
Death, till they fee the Son of Man coming in bi Kingdom, 
For as this might eaſily be ſaid of many that were then 
is Auditors, fo are we Hiſtorically aſſur'd that it was 
omplered in St. Jobs the Evangeliſt : Which gives a 
farther Light to that hint of our Bleſſed Saviour, (Jobs 
WI. 22.) b I will that He tarry till I come, what is that to 
Thee 2 — But, i ag - i „ : 
2. As after the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem; whatſoever 
hould from thenceforth follow in the Annals of Fu- 
turity, was to be called the Times of the Gentile 
orld; ſo this time of the Gentiles, of how long, or 
how ſhort continuance ſoever, might in a true proper 


ime. For God ſeems to have diſtinguiſh'd the Age 
f the World into Three different Ranks of Time, 
according- to thoſe different Revelations: of himſelf, 
Which he has been pleaſed to indulge: co Mankind. + 
The firſt of theſe may be reckon'd thatrxſpace of about 
Two' Thouſand Years, in which God diſpenſed his 
Will ro the Patriarchs, from Adam to Abrabam. The 
Xcond is the ſame fpace of about Two'Thouſand 
Years, in which God Covenanted with Abrabam and 
lis Seed, till the Coming of the Meſhah. The third 
s that ſpace, (I do not ſay as ſome have raſhly done, 
of about Tws Thouſand Years, bur)*6f-a certain Ins 
definite Time, from the Meſſiah to the Day of judg- 
ment. This therefore has receiv'd that laſt Form of - 
Religion, and that laſt Diſpenſation of the Divine 
Will, which fhall ever be manifeſted to the lower 
World. Which gave occaſion to St. Paul thus to ex- 
preſs himſelf, in the firſt Verſe of his Epiſtle to the 


nſe be called the End. the latter Days, and the laſt 


Hebrew: 


_ Hebrews:; God who: at ſundry times, and divers mann; 
'. ſpake in time paſt unto. the Fathers by the Prophets, hath i 
'#beſe laſt days ſpoke unto ms by his Son. Nor arc wi 
|  - otherwiſe to underſtand our Saviour, when in the Co. 
T ſpel of St. John, He fays, The Hour (or as'the Origin Vin; 
# Mord may be rendred, the Seaſon): is coming, andy 
2, 'wben-the Dead ſual hear the Voice of the Son of God, i, 
We are now enter'd upon that Stage of Things, aft 
which, no new Period of Time, or Character of Rel 
gion, ſhall ſucceed: But this having begun with chi 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, ſhall end with the Reſurrectia on 
-— SEN Mankind. Bit, nee 

3. Ifafter theſe T'wo Conſiderations for the ſolving 
of ſuch Scriptures as ſpeak of the End, and Chriſt's & 
cond Coming as near at hand, there ſhall occurr an 
ſuch Text as remains ſtill to be accounted for; it ma 
Probably: be ſaid, that it was not fo much Wrote i 
the firſt and intermediate receivers of Chriſtianity, 4 
to thoſe upon whom the Ends of the World ſhould li 
terally fall. For the New Teſtament being a ftandin 
Rule of Faith and, Practice, thoughout the fever: 
| Stages of the Goſpel, from its firſt Infancy, to its ex 
ttemeſt Age; it may reaſonably contain ſame Paſſage 
fur the peculiar Direction of thoſe: in whom it ſhoul en 
Terminate, as well as of thoſe in whom it began. C 
this ſort of Scriptures, there are to be obſerved thre 

- Plain and unconteſted Inſtances. The firſt of theſe, 
Thar Injunction of St. Paul ro Timothy; Keep this Con 
mandment' until the appearing of ou Lord Felus Chri 

S (nr Tin. 6. 14.) For T:mothy being ſo far reinove ; 
from the Second Coming ot our Saviour, this could” 
: not more properly be addteſt aoihim, than to all tht 
ſucceſſive Readers of this Epiſtle; more particular 
thoſe very Perſons, in whoſe Hands it ſhould be found 
at the Sounding of the Laſt Trump. The, Second i 
that Circumſtance: of the Laſt; Day mentioned by ti. 
ſame Apoſtle; (+ Theſ, 4. 17.) We: which are alive, ani 
mam, foal be canghe wp together with them in the Cl 
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himſelf, not with the then preſent Race of Man- 
d, but wirh thoſe, who after a long Succeſſion of 
s, ſhould be found to be the Inhabitants of the dif _. 
— World. The Third is, that laſt Conſolation 
our Saviour; to the ſeveral ſuceceding. Members of, 
Church: Lo em with. you. always: even to the end. 
th World, (Matth. 28. 20.) i. e. not only with you 
th whom. Lnow.converſe, not only with you, who. 
ll next receive my Goſpel, bur even with you alſo, 
7 I ſhall find Alive at the time of my Second Co- 


; OD elides cheſs 15 general Coolieration a (for 
Solution of thoſe exts of whic| am now Diſ- 
Sos g, I-thall.at. 7175 EM that ieh jb de Fug. 
ro and literal Se in wic e En 
175 * and the Coming of the Lord i is near at 
and ee ſpeaking, as near as is 
ſo is the Day of judg- 
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gravation of theſe Evils that they genetally prove | 


of Men, taa ſpeedy meeting with their Judge. Thru et! 
ſcore Years and Ten ſhall tranſmit us all into that Ma 
neral Aﬀembly, where the Firſt and the Laſt are 
meet together. And, without any difference as to o 
- Spiritual and Immortal State, we ſhall ſoon po 
Chriſt, if Chriſt does not come to us But thus my 
may at length ſuffice for an Account. of my Text, 2 
other parallel Places in Holy Scripture which ſpeakt 
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ncc 

the End, and Chriſt's Second Coming as near at Ha E 

1 COme now therefore, 15 r tial Fe +7 rm: 
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II. In the Second Place, to conſider how far all be 
Enquirers into the time of the laſt Judgment, tend u 
only to diſturb the good Order of the World; but Hd 
wiſe to fruſtrare the moſt Subſtantial aud moſt Nw 
Duties of our Religion. Having thus far conlidet 
that Senſe in Which the true Prophets of/ the Goſſ 
told us, even in the firſt Infancy of Cheiſtianiry, th 
the Coming of the Lord drew nigh-; let us now pn 
ceed to the Examination of thoſe * Falfe Prophet 
who in theſe Riper Ages of the Goſpel would furpri 
us with the ſame Words: And this, not by any Ai 
thority from Above, but by the Jaſt Judgment of G 
upon ſome perverſe and arrogant Underſtandin con 
who is often pleagd to! Blaſt the moſt uſeful Kno 
ledge, and to turn the deepeſt Wiſdom into Folly 
Thus, (to omit other Studies more foreign to the ſit 
ject of Religion) the greateſt Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian 
capable of becoming the gteateſt Schiſmatick, and t 
33 Diſcoveries of Chronology have ſom 
times dwindled into Prophecy. Nor is it the leaſt A 


eurable : Since for what theſe Men are pitied by Mar! 
kind, that they themſelves f paſſionately admire, 2 
doubt only, whether there is more of Learning 
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icty, in their Laborious Schemes. Ngr L KNOW, vet 
hat. degree of Learning it may be'tliought to haye 


— 


always prying into the Secrets of a Future Provi- 
ence, and wear Ving out a ſhort Life with the Burden 
Eternal Counſels. But the Learning of theſe Per- 


ke away the Boaſt of Piety from theſe bold Enqui- 
s into the Day of Judgment, at in 

ad of any Service to Reaſon or Religion, they con- 
bute as far as in them lies, 1. To diſturb, the-good 
der and Oeconomy of the World; 2. To fruſtrate 


the great 

JV 3 
t is to be charg'd upon all bold Enquirers, into 
e Time of the Tall 


conomy of the World. ——And here, if we rage 
e theſe Men with the pernicious Conſequence of 
ir Opinions, than with the actual Milchief they 
re done; this is wholly owing to their own mon- 
ous Abſurdity, and to that ſounder Reaſon which 


they are ſtrictly anſwerable for all that 
Prophecy the Death of Nature, and alarm the 


pure the Extent of this Injury, Jet, us cohſidet it a5 
alc of any ſingle Perſon ; who, if Providentially 
orned- of his approaching End, immediately be- 
es uſeleſs to the Community in which he lives; he 


*I know, not 
an out the erat Annalsof the time ro come; What 
epth_ of Judgment it may ſeem, to gels boldly at 


at Day and Hour which God has feſolutel) con- 
ald both from Man and Angel: What prudence to 


rmances is a Conſideration of another fort; Nor 
all I endeayour any more at preſent, than only to 


and to ſhew that in- Tg 


e moſt ſubſtantial Virrues of Chriſtianiry ; And, 3. 
orake away one peculiar Duty which I ſhall ſhew to 
Ornament and Glory of our Religion, 


me of t Judgment, that they contribute 
far as ir them lies, to diſturb the good Order and 


dd has planted in the Majority of Mankind. In the 

an time, th vi $65. 
Wictive Evil they, endeavour to introduce, whilft 
brld wich che News of its ſudden Biffolurion. 18 
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Amazement anc Confuſion : ir muſt, necefſarily x 
kreſt the whole courſe of Polity, and put a ſtop to 
ys ue and Ingenuity of Mankind. For th 


Former; yet as to the Latter, He has ſet to h 
that it is a venerable and eternal Secret: a Sect 
Which He has committed to no Order of Ration 


Son: A Sectet, of which we have this only Reyel 


Which ſhall be previous to the Day of Judgment, lert; 
none ſuch as can Juſtifie the Pretences of this bold ; 


W ars, and Rumours of Wars. Theſe ought wel 


nary Frailties of Human Body: at which neverthe 
nN 0 Manisſo ſtartled, as to renounce his Profeſſion, 
 to-quit that Duty which he 
mily, or his Country. But when Men, who break 
15 5 the Counlels of their Maker, ſhalt pretend 


ae 0 921 „ ' 9 0 Diete 386 w £3; 
The time of its Expiration, ig the midſt F its He 
And Vigour; 'whar elſe do they endeavour, than, 

REEL 2 , £24 vB T 6 e 3 it; 
_, MisSurpriſe, to damp the happy Progreſs of Arts: 


ey 


, 


the things of this World behind him. Much mam 


When the Fate of all things is declar'd, when the Earl; 


aud each Inhabitant of the Earth are Summon'd to pe 
Univerſal Change, muſt this needs induce a ſtate of 


Reaſon, God has wiſely conceal'd their End from thi 
Leſſer and Greater World. And though upon weigh 
Accounts He has admitted ſome re g in t 

et to his Se. 


Beings; no, not even to the Breaſt of His Belon 


tion in the Holy Scripture, That it is never to be Rev 
ed. True indeed it is, that we are told of ſome Si 


4 


k 


| X d a 
quiry. For either they are ſuch as ſhall immediadWu., 
precede the judgment; and ſo may be ſaid to inte! 


duce, rather than foretel it: Of which ſort, ſball rea; 
our Lord's own Appearing in the Clouds. Or e 


* 


they are ſuch Signs as in the Courſe of God's Pre 


dence ſhall be Antecedent to the Laſt Day, yet wil 
out pointing at, or much influencing its Approac 


5 7 


Of which fort, ſhall be Earthquakes, Revolutia 
ouſly to regard, as we would Old Age, or other on 


ch he owes to, himſelf, his 


* 


Alculate the Period of the Univerſe, and to Fort 
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iccumſtances, the End of the World would perhaps 
udenly enſue: Yer not for any Reaſon foreſeen hy 
t Uninſpir'd Prophets; but becauſe, in this ſtagna- 


aſomd, it muſt needs become Inſipid to its Creator, 


om better Oracles, that no Diſpenfation of Religion 


Mankind: No, not even that which ſhall at lengt li 
tanſlate them to an eternal Scene. We well know 
x the Conflag 
ertake ns all ſeverally employ'd in the moſt minute 
Wd accidental Offices of our Calling: i. e. Some in the 
%, and ſome on the Honſe Top; Two in the Bed; Tow 
the F ield; and Two at the Mill Characters, hy which 


Wd by which we are taught that Natute fhall at laſt 
WS away, without any previous Diſorder in the Cæco- 


Wy of the World. Bur, 


WM: It is to be charged upon all bold Enquirers into 
Lime of the Laſt Judgment, that they contribute, 


. 
1 


fir as in them lies, ro Fruſteare the moſt ſubſtan- 
Virtues of Chriſtianity. The moſt ſubRantial 

es of Chriſtianity, are thoſe which either con- 
e to, or which are contain'd in an habit of Chri- 

n Watchfulneſe. For thoſe which conduce to it, 
2 Sobtiety, a Fear, a Trembling, a Concern for 
Welfate of the Soul: But thofe which are contain d 
it, are 4 Patience, a Perſeverance, an unſhaken 


onſtant and unmoleſted 1 10 his Diligence de- 


35 8 
ences; to diſſdlve Societies, to ſtop the Courſe of 
uſtice; to diſcourage the Benefit of Education, and 
hextinguiſn the very Hopes and Proſpect of a Poſte- 
y. Wete things once ' reduced to theſe wrerchec 


g Condition, it were hardly worth preferving. Ha- 
ig thus loſt that Salt, by uhich it hitherto had been 


d retain nothing which might deſerve the farther 
e of ſo Immenſe a Providence. But we are aſſur'd 


all ever Incerfere with the juſt and neceſſary Affairs : 


kation, as well as the Deluge; ſhall 


eat Truth is convey'd to us with a great Simplicity, 


pe, an effeftual Faith, an Heroick Love of God. 
tis means, every Chriſtian Warchman lives under 


feat 


ad nd makes the largeſt ſte ps, that axe poſſible in a fally 
Eſtate, towards the meaſures of an unlinning Obe 
dience. T was therefore the wiſe and holy Precept d 


o 
0 0 
they then immediately induce a State of Supineng 4+ ; 
and Security: They give occaſion to every idle Met 
vant, to eat and to drink with the Drunken, on preſut 
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feats the ſubtilty as well as violence of the Temper 


our Lord to his Apoſtles, and to us all, 10 Watch. Ay 
this wide, this comprehenſive Duty of Watchfulne 
he founds upon that Uucertainty, under which we 
remain of the time of his Second Coming: Confidin 
that becauſe we know not when He is to come, y 
ſhould conclude that He is always Coming; and ther 
fore live over cach Day, as if it were the Day of Jude 
ment. But now by how Bold and how Impious W 
ſtroke does the confidence of ſome Men cut aſund erf 
theſe Nerves of our Religion! while tis the ſtandi 


Injunction of our Saviour, Watch therefore, for ye knife 


neither the Day nor the Hour (i. e. the Seaſon) in whi o le 


. the Son of Man cometh , Theſe Men can gravely diſmi fan 


us from this Duty, and defeat the Reaſon of it: fl" 
ſay they, we know the Seaſon and the Day in which the 
of Man ſhall Come. But they conſider not, that wh: 


ever Period they ſhall fix to theſe raſh Prediction 
they muſt unhappily ſplit on either fide on one ine fp 


table Abſurdity, to the very unhinging and diſſolvi 


I 
* Religion. For if they allow any longer diſta pt 
f Time for the expectation of the univerſal Doo 


ption that his Lord will delay his Coming. But if nich 


the other ſide they Alarm us with a ſudden Warnin lory 


if they call us to meet Chriſt as already come to Judi fre 
ment, if they tell us He is here, he is there, in NBAte 
Street, or on the Houſe-top,; then are they not! 
elſe but the unwarranted and uncommifſion d Auth. t 
of Surpriſe, of Hurry, and Confuſion. They inſpi. tl 
no doubt, the laft degree of Dread into ſome unlta ck 
Minds: But yet ſuch as is far removed from Meet 
powerful Motions of Religion: as far as a juſt ſenic 


* 6 * 
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G „„ | Sing: as Ep 
ke is from that of Deſpair, and the tremblings t 

Humble Conſcience, from the-Pailings of the Heart 
xr fear. The firſt of theſe Conditions is the ( aſe of a; 
iſe Steward: who having faithfully. digeſted: his 
hole Account, waits with a compoſed, but careful 

ind, till his Lord, at his return, ſnall demand it of 
im. But the Second, is the Caſe of a profligate aud 
le Servant; who ſtarting at his Maſter's Call from a: 


rep Sleep, perhaps, or a Debaneh, begins at length 
1 confuſed: Particulars: and under 
e difficulties of Fright and Diſtrgœtion, produces pro- 
ably an unjuſt, but tò be ſure, a very lame and im- 
erfect Reckoning. Thus would our untimely Mo- 
tors; either luil the World into a Security, or En- 
dant it into Wildneſs. and Confufion and this by 
o leſs an Attempt, than hy wreſting out of the hands 
fan Allwiſe Saviour, ne ſacred Helm by which he 
ders the Veſſel of the Church: I mean the Uncertain- 
of the day of Judgment. For this is that Guard upon 
wary Souls, and that Spring of all our Vigilancc, 
eſign d by an unerring Providence to keep up a due 
mper in Religion, chen each Chriſtian Conſci- 


** 


in Ne nw: | 
(ce by a juſt Concern, but overthrowing none by a 


Wrpriſe. ——Burt, 


3. It is to be charg'd upon all bold Enquirers into 
e time of the Laſt Judgment, that the Contribute, 
far as in them lies, to take away one peculiar Duty, 
hich I ſhall prove to be the great © | 


from ever indifpenſably derermin'd, without any. 
ard to the growing Stature of the Church, and the 
umbers of the Elect; if without Reaſon, and a- 
inſt Revelation, theſe Men are indeed able to point 
the hidden Time; if they dare take away that 


ret; then is it in vain, nay, then is it unwarrant- 


| | rnament. and 
Flory of our Religion. If the day of judgment 


ck Veil which God has thrown over ſo profound a x 
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are they the moſt! holy Words of our Lord's Przyem He 
_ thar the Kingdom of God would come; yet is it f= 
daily Petition of the Univerſal Church, that G0 


by preſuming that no Wretch will be ſo hardy as to cal 
which he knows he muſt make with Grief, and nat 


ul and collective Force. What Calamity can eve 


indeed derogates in another work from what he has. afſert 

10 Religioufly in this, by reckoning up ( in ag ; Cap..36 
the Mora Finis among other particulars of the C il 

ers. But this ſeems to have been the but the peculiar Practiq n 

_ © of ſome few, as appears by the foregoing words Quidamfi 


rendas comminantem, Romani imperis commeatu ſcinus retardi 


IR n 


ables that we * Pray for the Jay of Judgment. Ve 


would accompliſh the number of his Elect, in a fpeedyi-" 
Reſurrection to eternal Liſe. And in this very Pet er 
tion it 1s, that we can boaſt of ſo great a Guard, and 
o great a Glery to our Religion. For what great 
Oe has the Church of God on the Conſcience of al 


its Members, than by preparing them for the day de 


Judgment, while it enjoins them to Pray for it? ant 
upon his Maſter for the paſſing of that great Account 
with Joy. On the other ſide, what greater Glory 
our Religion, than to be thus happily advanced abo 
the Apprehenſion of any worldly Evil, whilſt by thi 
means we are inur'd to conternn it in its moſt dread 


ſhake the Courage of thoſe Men, who are commande 


by an Almighty Saviour to lift up their Heads, au in 
VVV TYM . 1 
Tertullian de Oratione, Cap. 5. Si ad Dei voluntatem, OM) c 
2 noſtram ſuſpenſionem pertinet regni Dominici repræſentatio, {i ray 

| modo Quidam protractum quendam ſeculo poſtulant; cum Regnut gt 
Dei, quod ut adveniat oramut, ad conſummationem ſeculi tendu þ 


Optamus maturius regnare, non dliutius ſervire. This Fathe 


ian Pra 


traftum quendam ſeculo prſtulant, And in truth the reaſon give 


for it by Tertullian, is altogether as peculiar. Vir maxim 


orbi uni verſo imminentem, i plamg; clauſulam ſeculi Acerbitates l 


-aitats favemus, Apol. cap. 3. 
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Heaven. Regen 70 ſhake, and the Elements to melt a- 


ray wich fervent heat. Far from being concern d at 


any partial Ruin, at ſeeing our ſelves, or any other 
Limb lopt off from this Harmonious Frame; we long 


ruction of this lower World, as ſomething ſtill want- 


* 1 * 


bew how Reaſon has always ſubmitted to theſe Fears, 


his advantage of Faith above Reaſon; may perhaps 
x-more effectually repreſented by one ſhort Reflection 
ache Example of Two Perſons, who were the Cham- 
ons of them both: I mean, the great Apoſtle, and 


— 


garming the Thorn of Fear out of the Mind of Man; 
er ange le t I 

he death of Nature, he ſhrinks, he changes colour, 
ad turns all his Scoffings and Deriftotis:on” himſelf. 


great an Evil; to convince him by Reaſon, and 
ot by Fact, of the certainty of ſo aſtoniſning a 
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mum naturars triplicem, tria corpora, Memmmn. 
na dies dabit exitio : Multoſq, per anno ah 
frentata ruct moles, & machina mundi. Lucret. lib. 5. v. 93. 
Y According to his own exploded 
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ratio potius quam res perſuadeat ipſa  .- 
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ruth, | 


(a) ———— Maria ac Terras cælumſz tuere. 


| 2 Deos Feit 5 
le) Quad protul a nobis fletat Fortuna gubernan : 
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hich Faith has made the Subject of our Joy. But 


ic bold - Epicurean Poet. For though the bold Epi- 
ws Poet, confiding in the ſweetneſs of his Verſe, ſeems + 
o think himſelf always.trampling on Religion, and 


b), Serairway ia his fear he makes a Cod, and (e) then 
rays to i remove: far from his head che Execution of 


* 
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o look for their Redemption, when the Powers aof 


ſor the diffolution of the whole: and look upon the de- 
g to the Perfection of God's Creation. It were now 


alic in chis place, to give the Hiſtory of Faith and 
leaſon in relation to this important Article: and to 


th arriv'd at the (a) Conſideration tf 


4. 


* 


rr. 7: 
But the great Apoſtle, diſcourſing on the fame Subhcert 
FJect, is ſo ſtedfaſt, as to bid us comfort one another vil to c 

| F#beſe words, ( Theſſ. 4. 8.) he encourages us by a Glori 
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tbe Rig bteom fudge, (2 Tim. 4. 8.) He groans with thi 
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the Object or our Prayer: But theſe Dreams ſhall p: 
away as the ſhadows of the Morning, while the Cour 


With our All-powerful Interceſſor, and the ferve! 


of this Diſcourſe, under which I] was to confider bi 
Far all bold Inquirers into the time of t he Laſt 


. . erence this dread Secret of-Religion, the unalterad 


8 * * p 4 * 
E * E \ % 


bh, * " 5 _ Te 
* n . 
N \ 
r \ 


ons and All- powerful Expreſſion, to love tbe Appearing, 


hole Creation to be delivered frem ibe Bendage of Cori thi 


tion, (Rom. 8. 2.) nor can time it ſelf run fafter i aint 
"wards Eternity han he earneſtly defires 9s of receiy 


into it. Hence therefore learn the Strength and th 


Beauty of Chriſtianity: here take the Specimens of i onſie 


real Excellence, and the certdinty of its divine Or 
inal. But judge at the ſame time, what can be th 
Yiety of theſe Men, who would rob it of ſo great 
Glory: Who'by'infpiring a vicious Curioſity, would ot 
-unqualifie us: for: Praying for the day of 3 ſeat 
and who, by repreſenting; the ſame day as diſcoverabi 
to human Reaſon, would unqualifie that too for bein 


fel of the Lord ſhall ſtand. God ſhall quickly call h 
Church into its Triumphant State: Vet not in Cot 
formity to any Schemes of theirs, but in compliand 


Prayers of his Elect. Then ſhall it be diſcern'd, wt 
it is that has moſt ſucceſsfully contemplated that hapf 
Day; whether he who, by making our Hope ſen 
would deſtroy the nature of our Chriſtian Hope, or! 
' who by hoping for that be ſees not, does with Patience wait 
T 
But thus much may ſuffice for the laſt general Hea 
| ee Met ed ft Judgment, 1. 
not only to diſturh the good Order of the World, but likewiſe 
frust rate the moſt Subſtantial 44 moſ Noble Duties of Cb 
fftanity It now only remains, that neither dread 
ing its Approach, nor. preſuming on its Delay, we! 


8 unce 
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the Goſpel : That we never quit dur ſhare in that 


ont mm mation of all Things: yet never preſumin 
is, without a well grounded Confidence, and a jul 
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we ſtand thus prepard with our Loins girt, 
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hi 


ſearchable Counſels, the ſuccours of his Grace ſhall 


the Revelations, Behold I come quiekly, and my reward 


Even ſo core, Lord Teſs, Amen, 
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certainty of the day of Jud ment : That we per mit 
o obtain all thoſe powerful effects upon our Mind. 
which God has ſcreen'd and fencd it with To thick 
darkneſs : That neither our Lives, nor our Specula- 
ons, ever thwart the Wiſdom of our Saviour, who 
chreatning to come upon us à a Thief in the Night, 
untains one continued Watch through all the Ages 


by of the Church, the Glory of Praying for the 
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eſa c of our partaking in the Triumphs of that Day. 

our Feet ſhod, and our Hearts reſign'd up to God's 
rengthen our imperfe& Reſolutions, and ſhall teach 
to long for” and to ponfide in the Coming of out S- 
ur: that ſo when He ſhalt befpeak us in the language 


vith me, we may cheerfully reply with St, Joby, and 


| Flora Maerz as Oblervation ſt 
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cCourſe, and to thoſe which arc no A, 
venting in the World. 
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on'd by a fs. Concern to ſee fo many y 
Pam phlets publiſn d towards the end of * 
laſt Century, fixing with great aſſurance the Second be 
ming of our Saviour, and reviving thoſe mad Dilſhe., 
- Arines, which were deliver d ſome years ſince by M 
Maſon and his Aﬀociates. But that which at laſt day 
min d me to handle that Subject, in the manner IH, 


7 8 HE firſt Dis n of TE Diſcourſe, was Occ 


| here done, was the conſideration of this Phantom, . 
wing appear'd ſo often in different Ages of the Go 
+ Of this therefore I have here ſubjoyn'd an Hiſtory, « 1 
: 3 into eight remakable Exam pls Of which q umi 
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ä CATS | 

ap car to be the EN of Pious ood 1 
n; but others to be the Deluſions of Profligate an 
icked perſons. that would im pos upon Mankind. 

nd. lace qur new. Fraternity 

led, moſt probably betwixt the one and the other 
barafter 1 tis to be desde may 2 reap uſeſul ad- 
re from theſe Collections. T hole wlio are ſincere in 
at Pretences may (s) learn to-abhot an Error, that 
left a blemiſh, even on ſome Saints and Fathers of 
Church. But thoſe who are now acting a wicked 
n, on which the Ac a of God has been fooften 
do figaally reveal'd, may conclude, ne the 
it ol Prophecy, that while they tread in the ſame 
ps, they may too ſoon arrive, if er , not, at 


. „ e eee 
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h. Table Hiſt. Lib. 6. Cap 7 Ad Dom. 204. 
Sl x T&d os oY eg pecr.irraG-, 8c, i. e. About the © 


tn thei ſeventy Mel of Daniel, Hd that account of time to 
tenth year 7 the Reign of Severus, and was of Opiniun, that 
celebrated. 
b did the: Riſe = 4 | then 10 on . againſt 


Mink the wind Wa fone Men. 


, 725 1 2 2 

| ende Epic. Bar. Anna. 2.55. 8 5 5. 
N50. pertinet ad excitatam perſecutionem, i. e. © Ast to 
he berſecution of that time, by which, as Dionyſas 
H Alexandris complains, ſo many Holy Men were 
volt eruelly tormented, we may judge to what a de- 
req vit was carried, from ſome Paſſages of St. Cy- 
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E Tertullian, $. 9 and ] aantivs; all whichwere foo poſitive 


Prophets is to be di- 


time amot her Mriter, one Judas, diſcourſing in bis works © 


e of Antichriſt drew near. So very 


run: For he, upon that account, was of an, 8 


terning the near e of the . | BE | | 
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_ © the words of that Father here referr'd to by Ben 


Antichtiſt, is at hand.” See Cyprian's 58th-Epilſtle| 


Baron. Ann 1057. Tom. 1 I. pap: 1. Edit. Rom. 


© named Antichriſt. Fheſe Notions had been fl 
© publith'd in France, preach'd at Pars, and by this t 


© fimple, bur yy ker ny Learning. For 


_ © obliged to endeavour the Refuratiori of that E 
© wrote arid dedicated to Hugo and Robert, then Ki 
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end of the World, and the time of An 
Mir 371} e ati. 


„„ nekeQ. 57,0 OT FDIO Un, 
And in truth, nothing can be more expreſs th 
© Scire nini debetis, (Gy s he) i e. You ate to o 
© affuredly, and to believe and hold it as a ceny 
© Truth, that the end of the World, aud the time 
| 822 nr , * ; . 
* the lite Oxford Edition, and tlie Preface to rhe B 
© he wrore, De exbortatione Martyrii. To which mayl 
© added, what we read of the ſame Perſuaſion, 4 
e Bec, 5M 
© Perſecution under. Calerian e that degree, 
© rhe ſame Dionyf2e intet preted thoſe unhappy time 
© Antichriſt, foretold by St. John in the Revelations 
* be fulfill'd in the Reign of that Emperor. 
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Novum ſeculum, &. i... E. The New Century 
* gins wih the year 1001, a yeat, which by the v. 
© Afﬀertion of ſome Men, had been foretold to be t 
© laſt of the World. As leaſt, it as ſuppoſed t 
© revealed that Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, i 


© grown common throughout the World: being bel 
ved by moſt, recei Vd with great concern by the mo 


© mong others, Abbon, Abbot of Fleuri, a Man eming 
© for Learning and Piety, ſays he look d upon him 


from the Holy Scriptures, in an Apology which: 


_ © Partof this work of Abbon s, Baronius has infer 
© in his Annals, and is as follows. In the Church 
© Pars, being then a young Man, I heard a Sexmon 
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fore. ale Propls cope FI end of, che worl In 
which it was Aﬀerted, chat upon the 1 etion 
if 2 Thouſand . cats, Ancichtit ſhould: preſently 
aopear, and not ogg after, the Univerſal 15 ment 
hould enſue — For a h had ſpread every 
here throughout the World, that, when Lach- Day 
bould fall on r W all e 4 . Fr 
Was at Can end. I 20 | 
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> as: . bis Tom. 12. pag. 1 

ho pertinet 2 Anticbriſtum fuit quidem opimo 1 non v. 
m virorum: & c. i. e. As to the Affair of Antichriſt, 
t was the he Opinion even of ſome conſiderable r- 
ſons,. that Antich iſt was to be revealed in this 9 ol 
ury- Among others, of Norbert, a Man very Emi- 
nent in this time: Concerning whom, St. Bernard thus 
rites to Geofry of Chartres, When 1 lately had the 
Honour to ſce the face of Norbert, and to feceive {e-- 
cral things from his Heaven] Mouth, did not in- 
ked hear ſo much from him himſelf. But when I de- 
lired.ro know his thoughts of Antichriſt, he proreſt- 
dhe knew moſt certainly, that he was tobe revealed 
nthis preſent Generation. 
'Beronics had indeed good reaſon to call this the Opi- | 
dion of no inconfderable perſons. For Nux bert, as 
fell as Bernard,” is a great Saſnt of the Chürcli of 
Rome, once Archbilk 8 g by „and Founder 
ofthe premonſtratenſian delt Reliques 1 
have ſeen worſhipped na Wii Herten by his 
en Monks at Prague, and'lying Under a Gilt Crown 
if prodigious Dimenſions, at Kalt three Els diami- 
tin the Ring. But belides St. wesen lee 
eh tine had, it ſeems, erh the in all Chair 7 
t felt! For; as Our Aunh ksta the ſank plate in- 
rms us, Pope Paſe bal. Il. had ordered his-progr "ch 
ito Lombardy : where he had then ſurnmor'd. end gy 6 
0 nell of Salla to be VA | in Offober. hong 
N . * 
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b» being on his way YE, he Halted 2 while at f. 
© rence, on account of a general Report he there foun 
© of Antichriſt being ſuddenly . Upg 
_ © Conſideration, underſtanding the vanity of that B 
© courſe, he proſecuted his intended Journey. 
| © 2Tj5: co be obſerv'd, that what Baronizs call;' 
Halt of the Pope's at Florence, Platina, and other 4 
r tbors, make a very large (a) Council, in which F 
* entizs, Biſhop of that place, was Cenſur'd, for havi 
© divulgd, out of a vain Ambition to make him 
* the Author of ſome great matter that Antichriſt 
© already born. Be that matter as it will, every q 
vill obſerve that Pope Paſchal was at a loſs for his | 
© fallibilicy; and ſome may perhaps add, even for H 
© mane prudence, upon this occal My Whaten 
© it was that Norbert, good Man intended; tis poſhbl 
that by Antichriſt being near at hand, thoſe Florewi 
: It nothing elſe but that very Journey of his 
RR TE ae 
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8 Hiſtory as well as Experience teſtiſies, that they u 
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at of the Lord 1370. All which he pretended to 
ye been reyealed to him by the Lord Plus, though 
hone of them ever yet come to paſs. But the Author 
jy long in Friſon writing Wonders of the time to 
Theſe Wonders have been preſerv'd very luckily by 
e careful and induſtrious Mr. Brown, in the ſecond 
ume of his Faſciculus rer. expetend. & fugiend. And 
hoe ver is Maſter of ſo much leiſure, may there com- 
rethem with the late Warnings of Mr. L— cy, and the 
from the Deſart of the ſame Author. But if that Game 
indeed playing from the ſame Quarter, to which we 
e ſo many other wild Fanaticiſms, ſince. the Refor- 
tion of Religion, tis to be wiſh'd, the Zeal of that 
neſt Editor were remark d at the ſame time, Who in 
beface to thoſe effuſions of the De Rupe- 22 puts in, 
well as his Author, for the plea of wits 210.4 Zum ft © 
bet am ignoſcas; pari ratione me quoque talem potes appel- _ 
; qui hz Angliam FJeſuitu, peſtilentiſſims . 8 
ibn C/ monac ba inſulſis liber atum iri bre vi ſpondeo, ne res =O 
dd reftim redigatur. The meaning of which Words 
y be put Doan Engliſh thus. © If this Fellow =” 
afſes for a Prophet, you may allow me tobe a Prophet 
che ſame rate. For can foretell, that the Jeſuitsand 
ther Miſſionaries leave off playing their Juggles in this 
lation, they may chance to dye Martyrs. for their 
Ans. See Faſeic. rer. expetend. & fagiend. Tom 2. p. 3. 
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I 7h, Companella ibidems, pag. 361 
Chriſtians War ſtifirs in Chronica ſus Boſileenſs, &c. Chri- 
nu Murſtiſius in his Chronicle of Boil, makes men- 
lon of orie Nicolas a'Bulderdorf, who in the year 1446, - 
bing ihe the Colincil of Bap, Surnand, ane 
e Augelic Paſtor, and proclaim d, that by him An- 
qchriſt ſnould he deſtroy d, the ſews deliver'd from 
ptivity, the Church collected one of all Nations, 
be wicked extirpated, with ſeveral other chigen IR 
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F flidence, an- 
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e ame nature: upon which he Was /puniſh'd as an} 

_ | © rerick. -Yet ſeveral. years after this, (vis, ann. 133 

© the eee up with the ſame 

d with a very conſiderable force begun 

put their deſigns in execution, juſtifying them (asd 

Aan tells us) by a peculiar Treatiſe which they Þy 

8 fliſhed and EntituPd the () Reſtitution. 

Thus far Campanella: But to give the truer. Ide 

that Tragedy, I ſhall here tranſcribe a piece or twoc 
of the Hiſtorian above-mentioned.  . - 

Their Principles (as far as IJ am at preſent cone 

ed to note them) he delivers in theſe words. Hu, 

tempis eee omnes Propbetæ, &c. 1. e. II 

© this was the time foretold by all the Prophets in whi 

God would have Righteouſneſs ohſerved throught 

© the World: and that as ſoon as () 


their King. in 


(] Durante obfidione librum conſeribunt & edunt, ,RefirutionfWÞi01 
ipſi vocant, &c. fol. 128. i. e. During rhe Siege, they Write and Pu 
Book Entituled by them, The Reſtitution, In this Book, they dt 
among other things, chat the Kingdom of Chriſt muſt come befurt 
Day of Judgment : in which the Godly and Eleft ſpbuld Reign, but al 
Wicked be every where deſtroy d. They declare lifewiſe. that the tl 
. might lawfully depoſe their Magiſtrates. : and that without any Cont 
fron from the Apoſtles, the preſent Miniſters ought to uſo the power if ſy 

Sword, and conflituts a new Government, Withal, that no one wa 
be Folerated inthe Church, except.he were, really A true Chriſtian: | 
lafily, that it was impoſſible for any Perſon to'VBeifav'd, unleſs he br 
Ait Wealth into the Publick Stock, and left not hing that he cmiiber 
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() The King they conſtituted, was called John of Lej den, who 
own and the new Prophecies of s Goldſmith, compaſs'd that Point: 
Commiſſion, as they pretended, from Almighty Sed, to take into hi 
ſeſſion the Empire of the World. What bet ame of him after the Ri 
ration of the City, our Hiſtorian tells us, fol. 13 3. Rex iu locunWoor 
tiorem, Cc. i. . The King being brought into a more conſpi 
place, was tied to a Stake, He was attended by Two Execvtioners f 
with -red hot Pinchers. He held his Tongue during the three! 
Gripes, - Bur afterwards, -imploring conſtantly God's Mercy, wht 
had been torn in that manner, above an hour, he was at laft f 
| through'the Breaſt and Died. His Aſſociates likewiſe endured the} 
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execution of his Office, 
that Righteouſneſs reign'd in all places, then ar length 
ould” Chriſt deliver the Kingdom into his Father's 
hands. Sled. Hſe. fol. 129. Argent. 1358. 
Upon theſe Prerences they had now poſſeſsd them 
Ives of the City and Government of Munter: where 
ring their ſhort Reign, they gave ſuch a Specimen 
the Spirit they were acted by; that 1 ſhall not pre- 
me to deſcribe it by an words of mine, but leave _ 
Reader to be his own Judge, from the Paſſage | 
ill here annex. Ad hoc tempus primi nominis apud igfos 
beta, Ce. At this time, Jobn Mattbews the Pro- 
het of chief Rank amongſt them (for they ufurp'd 
o themſelves the ſtile of Prophecy) gave: order, 
hat wharſoeyer Gold or Silver, or other moveable 
ods, any Man was Maſter of, he ſhould: produce 
t under pain of Death, and bring it into a Store- 
Wouſe they have provided for that purpoſe.” The 
eople aſtoniſh'd by this ſevere Edict, complied rhere- 
th: nor was it poſſible for any one to eſcape or 
ithhold any part of his Poſſeſſions. For two Dam- 
es, that were Propheteſſes, took care co give cer- 
in Infor mation of any Concealment that was made. 
y chance, obout the ſame time, a certain Smith, by 
ame, Hubert Tudeling, had, in ſome Difcourſes of 
lis happen d to ridicule theſe Prophets, as they calld 
hemſelves. Which being diſcover d, thev Summon 


ad immediately Indice and Condemn the Man to 
heath. The thing mightily ſurpriſed the People. 

ut thes above-mentioned chief Prophet ſeizes the 
vor Man, throws him on the ground, and then 
abs him with a Spear: yet ſo, that the Wound was 
ot mortal, though he gave it with all his force. 
ewards he orders; him to be remov'd, and then 

Irikes him as he lay upon the ground with: a Club 
ich he had ſnatch d out of the hand ofa by-{tander. 
ut having not yet diſpatchd him with all this, the 
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had advancd things ſo far 


e Multitude, commanding them to aſſiſt in Arms, 
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4 Propher ſignifies be hal Fhevelarion, that the May 
© tirne was not yet come, and that God had favour 
© him with his Grace, The Man howevet expir'd; 
© a few days, and the Prophet himſelf, as ſoon ash 
© was ihform'd of it, run madiy through, the Cr 
© with a long Spear in his hand, crying e 
_ © God to drive the. Beſiegers from the City. And 
that poſture he was preſently met and Kilfd by a $ 


dir of the Camp. Sleid. fel 25. - 
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Nothing ever look d in good earneſt 1o like the f 
of the World, as the Diſtreſſes and Confuſions of ti 
Nation, during the late unnatural Rebellion. An 
in truth, they operated 5 upon many (pl 
netick Diſpoſitions of that time. But on theſe I ff 

nor here enlarge: as well, becauſe they are known i 
Familiarly already, as becauſe they ſeem to have 

ceeded from more Ignorance: and leſs Deſign, ith 
others of the fame Century. Tis more ;rematka 
that Two fo great Scholars, as Scioppius and Comen 
ſhould affect to direct Princes, and their Prime Mi 

ſters, by Rules they pretended to have obſer vd fre 

the Prophecies of Daniel and St. Jobn. Seioppius telet 
it vety highly, that Cardinal Aas arin never liſten 
his Viſioas: Though, as he pretended, there nit 
vas either Father or Doctor of the Church, who 
© well underſtood the Scripture, :and from thenced 

© coverdſoundoubtedly the End of the World; and 
| # Secrets of the Revelations, as he had done, _ Hep 
a full account of his Abilities that way, in a-(#) Ld 
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(la)] See this among Voſſius : Epiſtles, Numb. 5857. and f 
| PO bog * n general Epi of that Ss Sciopp 
Vi. 1. Clavis ſcientiæ ad aperienda regni rr my 
propediem conſummanda. 2. AntRintſatio regni Chrilt 
populi Chriftiani in orbem terræ futurum, uſq; ad vovitiil 
annerum, & expeditionem Gog, & internecionem ejus, 
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cure to 2 in 61 . 8 4 2 dere it is 
e are i that ona of thoſe Euquiries hic 
ich great TR Study he had; long dwelt u mos 
25 concerning the ſtate of the Laſt Day, when 


re futuri ſeculi: i. e. The Everlaſtiog F ather being ts ap- 
a in this preſent Century. 8 
To ſay nothing greater of Comenius, he ſeems to have 
n a Perſon equal in point of Learning to Monſieur 
And yet he condeſcended to become the Co- 


tors of the laſt Century: attending upon them in 
eſame quality that Mon 7 Facio now attends upon 
Marion. He publiſh'd the Pro A of them, 
W HA under the Title of Lux in Tenebrit, in 
Year a Book which was afterwards Printed 
7. and Entituled, The Prophecies of Chri- 
abricius Three F amous German Prophets. Ir was re- 
cd again in the Year 1666, with ſeveral Improve. 
its, niur: Who by this time, was himſelf 
ome ſuch a Proficient in Prophecy, har) in the Year 
Dying, he ſcar; his. — to the Engliſh and Datebb 
entiaries at Breda. It was a Bok: he Publiſh'd;” 
Kddreſed. to ther under the enſuing Title; An- 
| Poor, c. i. e. Th he Angel of Peace ſent to the 
whſh atid Puteb S of Peace, and from 


ickly to be ſent to all People throu —.— the World, 
ſe orders 2 the proſent themſelves, that the 1 

from ar, and give place to Chri 
brince of i s, ho is now about to ſpeak Peace 
Nc. 8 
his, it ſeems, was "Vit Trumpet to 4 Aale 5 
beginning of which he fix d to the Year 1672. But; 

great good Fortune, being then Eighty Years of 
"he died it the Year 1671; and fo never lived to 
eproach'> in Perſon 2. che failure of his _— 
5 


m- 


Juror of ah and Dabricius, Two Viſionary Im- 


i 3 . Chriſtiana, Poniatovia, and Nic. 


m to all Ch nen hoo hout Earope „who i is alſo 


{elf ball be 6 more: Præſenti ſeculo ( lays he) ven 5 — 5 


» +, 


| * 
8 


Þ IS" » 
8 
232 2 
Pr — = * a 
— 


1 5 
4 5 
Vs 

2 

9 * f 


'S 
A Ne 
"8 | _ * 
4 ES 
? = - 


But Mareſius (a) (from whom all theſe Particular; z. 
now en and who effectually expoſed the Madre 


_ other Enthuſiaſts of that ſort) 


on purpoſe to ſee God, and Nature, declaring in 


=» Hitherto we have bee conſidering thoſe deludi 
are indeed juſt at hand: and which therefore, if! 


been always reputed, not only for his great Dignity 
vinity, in the Mathematicks, and the ſtudy of Ch 


. Man, as well as that of Scioppias and Furieu, I obl 
with too much reaſon, in the foregoing Diſcourſe, t 


© Reparatio Kalendarii, being a Correction of the Julia 
) Vid. Marefii Antirrheticum five defenſionem pi 
(5 A Fanatick Author, who Propheſied great ehings 


8 Comjunction of the Planets, in December, a 1662. «ll relati 
Ce Second Coming, and the near Eſtabliſhment of aN. 
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this Prophet, but of (6) Serrarizs, and: 
| ſurviv'd ſome 
Months the Period of his Antagoniſt : as if preſc 


h1 
Ti 
it 


1 


not only o 


Favour. : | 


VIII. 


and deluded Prophets, who have already been {uf 
ciently refuted by time it ſelf, and the preſent State 
Things : By the Sun and Moon, and by all the fai 
ful Witneſſes in Heaven. But Iwo others remain | 
to be remembred, whoſe Periods are not yer paſt, | 


ſtrenuouſly oppoſed from Reaſon and Scriprure, n 
prove the pi occaſion of Fanaticiſm, Inſurrei 
ons, and other Miſchiefs, in our own, and our C 
drens time. I mean, Cuſanus and Furien, 

Caſanus, otherwiſe called Cardinal Nicolas de Cuſa, | 


the Church, but for his Knowlege in the Laws, in] 


nology, one of the greateſt Perſons of the Fift 
Century. Yet with reference to the Character of 


the incomparable Diſcoveries of Chronology, havelo! 
times dwindled into Prophecy. For Cuſanus, who 
acquir d to himſelf a ſingular Reputation in Chro 
5 by a Piece of his his, that was read in the Co 
ci of Baxil, about the Year 1436. under the Titi 
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Contra 7. 4. Comenium. 
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„fer al Time. to come, did afterwards fruſtrate the 


ole deſign and pains of that Work, by another 


ces an Opinion, that af Time rhen to come, ſhould 


cond Volume, under the Title of Conjectura de Na- 
mis diebus, i. e. A Conjetture concerning the la Days. 
that Treatiſe he diſpatches the meaſure of Time to 
ume after this conciſe manner. Tunc veniet (lays he) 


wck and Dead And this ſpall come to paſs after the 


Account ſo very punctually, is this. He computes 
W years to one Jubilee, and 34 Jubilees from the time 


r, ſays he, ( nts poſt primum Adam, &c. i. e. As ac- 
ariv'd in the 34th Jubilee after the firſt Adam, by the 


ſhall arrive the Deſtruction of Sin by the fire of the 
yy Ghoſt. | | 
0 


ll living, if I miſtake not, and juſtly own'd on al 
nds, to have ſhewn himſelf, in many other perfor- 
Wances, a Man of great parts, piety and learning. But 


Wipicr of his Second part of Accompliſhment of Prophe- 


Account, he there gives us the Chronology of the 
inan FREE come, with the ſame Air as if he were 
riting the | 
ian m (ſays he, meaning Pope, = that word) was 
atn a f year 0 be the Firſt then ſitring in 


am the year, 270% 


.. 


— 


hich he wrote in the Year 1452: wherein he ad- 


nount to little more than about Two Centuries and 
\ half. This the Reader will find at the end of his 


leaturus, &c. i. e, Then (ball Chriſt come to judge the 

r of aur Lord's Nativity 1700, but before the year 1734 

the ſame. The Method by which he collects fo great 
hriſt's Reſurrection, to that of his ſecond coming. 

cording to the Learned Philo, the Deſt ruction of Sin 

waters of the Flood, in the days of Noab; ſo we con- 


ecture that, in the 34th Jubilee after the Second Adam, 


r Monſieur Jurieu, he is an old French Prophet, 


e would wonder w hat could give him ſucha warmtn 
Brain, when in the year 1086, he wrote the Fifth 


For without any manner of reſerve, or diſtruſt of 


ranſactions of one already paſt. Aati- 


his 
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to arrive. And thus I houſands have ſpent their 
Days, and Thouſands ſhall till ſpend them, com- 
mencin without end, on the Prophecy of Daniel. 
dee the Works of Nic. FA x in fol. Bazit 1563: - 
But Lam at length come to the conſideration of that 
re, Which to key wr of right Reaſon, not to 
y of the Chriſtian Religion, is now acting in the 
orld. Fis that of a new Fraternity of Prophets, firſt 
ſociated in the Cevenuses of France, about the begin- 
ng of this Century. And in truth, while they conti- 
ed on that Scene, every one was at liberty, out of re- 
rd to theit Diſtreſſes and Perſecutions, either to cen- 
te, or pity them, as he thought fit. But nothing, 
des their own Shame and Puniſhment, can ever a- 
ne for thoſe: Impoſtures, which ſince th 
hs Marrion, that have been venting in the happy 
am, and Serenity of this Kingdom. In their Book, 
led The Cry from tbe Deſart, we are told that this hap- 
d in September, 1706. And in the ſame piece it is, 
at we are favour d with a Liſt of his Aſſociates: all of 
m his own Country-men, except Mr. Facio of Ge- 
va, the only perſon of this Fraternity, that has no 
orance, nor Perſecutions, to plead in his excuſe. 
for Marion, tis certainly true of him, and perhaps 
molt of his Accomplices, that he ts not to be eſteemd 
Refugee, eſcap'd hither for the ſake of Conſcience 
Religion. For according to his own accout, The 
rad of the Age (ſo he entitles the French King) con- 
ted him ſafe, by Capitulation, to Geneva. And 

hen, being ſo determin'd by Inſpiration, he thought 
W 0 break thoſe Articles, and return again into the 
eees; the ſame power, to be rid of him at any rate, 
8 find to ſend him away under a Tecond Conyoy to. 


* 


ed out this Kingdom for the chief Theatre of their de- 
lons, they themſelves ſeem to put upon the Libert 
Humanity of our. 9 ; Bleſngs, which 
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e arrival of 


e ſame place. The reafons of their having ſince ſinn 
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are indeed valuable in * too apt to be Md 
bus d to theſe horrid purpoſes. Whatever, it be, a. 
had no ſooner proſeſt their gitts in this Region ot ſple ad 
but they began to ſtagger ſome unſtable Minds: nir 
even to engage ſome ot no ordinary Note and Undo 
ſtanding in their party. Amongſt theſe, a Gentlem 
who at firſt wrote himſelf Job Lacy, Eſquire, but nc 
Jobs Surnamed Lacy, undertook to anſwer for their 
regrity, and to eſpouſe their Inſpirarions for Divine, u 
his words therefore, I ſhall here give the ſum of the 
pretences, as far as I am concerned to parallel them v 
the prophecies | have before obſerv . 
Tͤheir Meſſage (ſays (a) he) is, that the gr: 
* Jubilee, the acceptable Year of the Lord, the acca 
pliſhment of thoſe numerous Scriptures touchingt 
new Heavens and the new Earth, the Kingdom Wen 
the Meſſiah, and the Marriage of the Lamb, the fi 
Reſurrection, or the new Jeruſalem now deſcendi 
from above, is now even at the Door, and to ben 
© nifeſt over the whole Earth within the ſhort term 
Three Years. He adds, that this Miſſion ſhall 
© witneſſed by a Deluge of Judgments on the Wicke 
+ as Famine, Peſtilence, Fire from Heaven, Darkn 
cc. That the exterminating Angels ſhall root Meir 
the Tares, and there ſhall remain on the Earth ois 
© good Corn; and that the Clergy of all Men, mig 
© bytheir Studies, be moſt capable of diſcerning this 
at the ſame time their Intereſt did not lye in the to 
© trary Ballance, ſince whenever the time comes! 
AInfants, Women, Voung Men and Old do Prop l 
cx: there will maniteſtly be little need of them. io 
Tis moſt probable, that the ſhort term of Time: 
fign'd. in this important Meſſage, is taken from 
rien. But the ſtrains in which it is deliver'd, are Vt 
.conſonant to the other Enthuſiaſtick Pretences of ! 
Appendix: particularly that worſt ſort, of Numb 
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(e) See Mr, Legs Preface to The Cry in che Defart. pag 21. In 
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er. It conliſts either 
deed the Scriptural Characters of Chriſt's Future 


Token has been yer obſerv'd, viz. The ſeparation be- 


e new. Feruſalem , the firſt Reſurrection, and the 
ike: or elſe of one peculiar Circumſtance, which in 


Mcckon'd up among the Marks of Chriſt's Kin 
Mic, the Abaſement and Rejection of the — 


r the introduction of ſome ſuch incongruous incon- 


indeed no difference betwixt the Clark and Miniſter 


ferred, that the Laity too have their Authority to 
litribute the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; ſo we 
ee here inform'd with what Solemnity Brother Ca- 
dier put this in practice in the Cevennees. But this 
king the firſt Chriſtian Church that has been Eſta- 
liſh'd upon the Principles of that Book, and it havin 

een carried on by ſo extravagant a Conduct, as 4 


f thoſe crude Deſigns, which, though too many ap- 


The late execution of the Law upon the Three Prin- 


heir own Nation, makes all Arguments unneceſſary, 
ind perhaps all farther Reflections unmerciful in their 
ondition. It may ſuffice therefore to obſerve, that in 


onſequence of a Sentence pronounced againſt them ar 


„ „„ T_-20 
ad VI. relating to De Rupue ebe and the Fanaricks orf 
ſuc 


h matters which are 
ingdom, bur of the near approach of which no real 


vixt the Righteous and the Wicked; the deſcent of + 
mh is in ſome meaſure come to paſs, but is falſely 


his is indeed the great and new Aſerted Right of the , 
brifian Church, according to the Inventions of a late 
nowned Book, publiſh'd, we ſee, very ſcaſonably 
enient Farce. For as we are there taught, that there 


eke Congregation; ſo we here find all equally com- 
von d in this new Aſſembly. As tis there at large 


now hiſſed off the Stage with fo general a ſcorn, tis 
obe preſumed, that the Book it ſelf will prove one 


plaud in Speculation, yet none will endure in Pra- 
pal of this prophane Fraternity, together with that 


enſure they have underwent from the Churches of 


Guild 
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cui Hel, on November the 22; #767 they benz * 
cent: places of thi 


fince expoyd on a Scaffold in d 
City ; and that a Paper denoting their Crimes, was 
fixed to the ir Heads as follows. ' oO 
© Elias Marion, Convicted for Falſely and Prophane 
6. ly pretending himſelf ro be a True Prophet, an 
© Printing and Uttering 8 dictated au 
revealed to him by the Spirit of God, to terrific th 
<'Quecn's Peopfflwmmue. as 0a 
Job D' Auds and Nicholas Facio, Convicted fo 
© Aberting and Favouring Elias Marion, in his Wick 
© ed and Counterfeit Prophecies, and cauſing then 
| <0 3 and Publiſhed, to terrifie the Queen 
.. ̃ ͤ . oa ata 1 
But I maſt ſtill crave the Liberty of adding one p 
culiar Obſervation, concerning thoſe Prephetick Wam 
ings that have been eee in Mr. Lacys Name : v 
That whoever ſhall take that Piece in hand, rogethe 
with the Alcoran of Mabomet, will immediately di 
cover the ſtrange remarkable reſemblance which thc 
bear to one another, That Gentleman is pleas'd i 
tell us, that he is at preſent in the Forty fourth Ye 
of his Age: rhe very fame in which Mabomet firſt be 
gan to vent his Impoſtures to the World. He uſhc 
min his Warnings with theſe Words; (a) Chooſe: On 
or Deny : And with the fame Charge Mabomet enforc 
his Alcoran ; (a) Believe, or Believe it not. They bol 
continue their Narrations in the Perſon of God, fi 


* 


1 . -addreffing to themſelves : they both abound with fr: 


quent importunate Juſtifications of their pretence 
they both introduce God (6b) informing them of th 
Scoffs and Objections that are made againſt them 


. 7 


(.) See Mr. Lacy's Propherical Warning, pag. 7. and :he | 
Cora, cha 17. cowards the end. | > i „ EE : 85 
(t) See the Prophetical Warnings, pag. 18, 101, and cle 
ofen, eh. 13, 255 37. and del. 
| | 


1 


he 
h 


1 
I 
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he World: And laſtly, they both make the (e) fame _ 
WM hallenge to all of equal Capacity and Education; - 


is, Mahomet to write the like Arabic, and Mr. Lacy to 


hat Language. But the Latin of Mr. Lacy, is in truth 
othing but the Idioms of other Languages, dreſt up 


ke Idioms he uſes, are not thoſe of his own Mother 
ongue: as one would indeed reaſonably expect, if 
t were really the firſt Inſtrument of his Revelations : 
t they are thoſe peculiar Blunders, which the (4) 
neh and Italians fo frequently adopt into their Latin 
courſes; and which therefore are moſt properly 
ten d u this Gentleman, by ſome Sergius that 
nds him. I would not indeed lightiy accuſe him, 
any Perſon, of Copying after ſo deteſtable an Ori- 
nal: But if he has not indeed done fo, he will be ſur- 


on the ſame form and manner of Revelation. At 
aſt it behoves him to conſider (if, by any late Di- 
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% Ney ſay, Mahomet hath invented this Book, Say unto them, 
ne and bring any that reſembleth it in Doctrine and Eloquence, &c. 


e are any that can perform it, I leave others eo paſs their Senti- 
, wt ; 7 ; K - 0 . 
Ms upon, See Mr. 25 s Preface to his Prophetical Warnings, 


F 3 555 

1) For inſtance, Demandem & reſpondete, for interrogabo 

ſpondete, pag. GO. Aud again, deliberate, penſate; fer de- 
ate, cogitate, ag. 1. on 

1 — ; 5 — 


Liver the like Latin to that he uſes, without the Be- 
efit of Inſpiration. , Yet as to this latter particular, 
here muſt be own'd to be a great difference in the 
round of the two Challenges. For the Arabic of A- 
met is, and ever was, the ſtandard of Eloquence to 


Latin words, or words of Latin Terminations. Nay, 


filed ro ſee how exactly he has happen'd to jump 


mper of Mind or Body, he has not been led into a 
voran, chap. 10. about the middle. Neither the Latin of © 
Inpirations here folloming, could be furniſt'd by me from ſuch | 


iatan or Progreſs therein, as I have before given an account of 3 


whether of the many Thouſands in London, in like circumſt ance, 8 


perſuaſion 


the Sin peculiarly fo called: becauſe there is ſtill roon 
to hope, that he may be capable of anexemplaryR 
pentance: but I mean one of thoſe greateſt Affron 
- that can poſſibly be offer d to that Eternal Spirit, whil 
he charges ſo many wild Forgeries on Him who is ou 

' Gutder into all Truths, | OR 


cable not to this only, but to every miſtaken Proph 
of this fort : viz. That there is one peculiar Evil, an 
one peculiar Good, to be Collected from them all. 


their Gueſſes, and Nature, together with Religio 


be tempted to make a Blaſphemous Miſtake : and r 
tber than ſuſpect their own Idoliz'd Hypotheſis, in 


' wasfalfely grounded. 


But it is to be ballaneed on the other fide, by a ſur 
rior Good, ſuch, as not only Conquers, but Trium 


dounds to God and to Religion, even from theſe 
ing Vanities of ſinful Man. For rhough*fo many e 


10 miſtaken. We are in general aſſured, that Vari 


Winder, and d:cerve (ii poſſible) the very Eledl. Na 
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E 
ſuaſion of his own Sincerity) that thoſe Warnings of 

Eis are nothing but one continued, Flaming, Monu 

mental Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, I do not mean 


But I conclude with one general Reflection, appli 
ec 


The Evil to be fear*d, is this; Leaſt when Men hay 
fix d too peremptorily any Scriptural mark of Tim 
and betrayed themſelves into a perſuaſion, that thoſ 
which are indeed the darkeſt, are the cleareſt Paſſig 
of Holy Writ; aſſoon as the Event ſhall diſappo 


Mall proceed in its wonted courſe ; they may at lengt 


pute the failure to thoſe divine Oracles, on which 


See there one very ſurpriſing Evil of theſe Attempt 


over ſo great an Evil. I mean, the Glory that 


renders to this Secret, have all along miſtaken the oft ®" 
fcure and uncertain Prophecies ; we have Prophect ere 
as clear and certain as the Light, that thev ſhould vo 


of Falſe Propbets ſhall ariſe, ſuch as ſhall ſueu Signs « ng 
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ne are told more particularly, that there ſhall ariſe 
Meſſengers of this very Falſhood ; Men who ſhall ſay, 
Se bere ; See there; The Time draweth near, &c. Ac- — 
ordingly, theſe things have literally come to paſs, in 
imoſt every Century of Chriſtianity : and that too. 
inder two very diſcouraging Circumſtances, the Sin. 
fulneſs of the Enquiry, and the Impoſſibility of ſuc- "IJ 
ding in it. One would indeed have wonder'd, after JN 
he firſt Authors of our Religion had been reprehend- 5 
| by thoſe laſt Words of our departing Lord; (AA. 3 
1.7.) and acquainted very poſitively, bat it was not _ 
ir them to know the Times and Seaſons ;, that any amuſe- 

ment about Times and Seaſons, ſhould ever perplex 
heir- Succefſors in the Church. Add, that this was 
fill leſs ro be expected, when the ſearch was carefully 
preſented to be as impracticable, as it was improper 
Wor us; and when to diſcourage any inquiſitive remper / 
Mankind, it was faid to be above the Knowledge, 
Wren of the Angels that are in Heaven. Yer to ſhew 

hat nothing which has been evidently revealed, 'can 
er fail of being as eminently fulfill'd; ſuch Perſons 
ways have been found that are ambitious toemploy / 
emſelves, even in that unwarrantable and fucceſ= 
s Task. By this means, while they falſiſie the dif- -— 
cult and hidden Scriptures,' they themſelves are te 
mpletion of the clear ones. The truth of God, as the | 
boſtle ſpeaks, hath more abounded throngh their Lies to has - 
ly: And though their Predictions never yet conri- < © > 
ned to atteſt the Divinity of the Goſpel ; yet their vi- 

ous incorrigible Curioſity does daily do it. 
What hinders then, but that inſtead of being ſow ' | 
alen, or troubled in Mind, (as, upon this very Surpriſe, þ 
ove Sixteen Hundred Years ago, ſome Theſſalonians . | 
ere) we improve all ſach perverſe Accidents into 

batter of Religious Foy, and Peace in Believing ? We 3% 


e with what Truth our Saviour has forctold the Co - 
Nang of ſuch Men: and we may therefore ref; ſecur — if 
"7 : = x | - by. I 
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Ne has not therefore left his Church unarm'd, and 
provided, againſt fo dangerous a Snare. On the cop. 
trary, by three wiſe and careful Admonitions, Heh; 


Goſpel : ( 


(e See Mark 13. 21, 227 23. Luke 17. 23. and 31.8 
(%) Matth. 24 36. (e) Matth. 45.13. 750 Mick 
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PPP 
ly upon the Advice he has added to it, (a) Beware 

tbem; believe thent not; go ye not out upon their ground 
leß calls. He ſaw how many preſumptuous 3 — 


miſfion'd Guides, would venture to entrench upon Er 


ternal Secrets, and diſturb the Religion of We 
ur 


directed our Thoughts and our Behaviour, in relatiq 
to this important Article. The firſt is that check up 
our Curioſity; and that warning againſt: all faulty 


- .ON | 
3 after that which is undiſcoverable, and pal 
finding out: (6) Of that Day and Hour Enoweth no Mn. 


The Second is, the Uſe which he makes of this awful 


Secret, and the Charge which He thereupon leave 


upon the Conſcience of Mankind: (e) Wateb therefor: 


For ye kuow neither the Day nor the Hour in which the. San 


Man cometh. The Third is the univerſality of this 


Advice, and his own poſitive Declaration that he ther 


directed it, not only to his firſt Diſciples, but to cyer 


| Perſon: of every Nation, throughout all Ages of the 


Watch. bs ee” et . n | "of | 


WE therefore, even WE, of this ſinful time and 


place, have the Happineſs of our Saviour's own per 


fonal Exhortations, and his Inſtructions, how to ac 
quit our ſelves in this, or in any ſuncture more diff 
cult than this. For were the Alarm now given, nd 
by any Prophane Impoſtor, but by Men of unſuſpedt 


cd Piety and Learning, aſſuring 4 that the great Do 


the Lord was come; We ate always to queſtion theit Au 
thority, till b Powers of Heaven begin to ſhake, and tis 
Darkneſs of the San and Moon bear witneſs to the Mel 
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ge. Net chin das, they; who can, from their 

Heart, wiſh it were ſo indeed, and ſay, with a calm 
aſſurance, they were Joo ling for their Mafter's Coming! 
pur ſuch a looking will equally fit them for their own 
End, if they are not indeed ordained to ſee the end of 
the World. Their own particular Arreſt; and their 
conſigntaent into God's hand, muſt certainly happen 
at their Death: And then it matters not, when the 
General Aſſize is to enſue: whether at the end of TW O —1Cꝓũł 
hundred, or Six hundred, or even a Thouſand Gene- 

rations from our firſt Parent. Now that is a tract of 
Time, more than once mentioned in 8 Holy Scrip- 
ture, which, according to the known Computation of 
the Antients, will amount to 30000 Years, And tho 
indeed it is no where uſed on purpoſe to mark the Age 
of the World; yet. there is not, 1 believe, any fo di- 
reſt Teſtimony, that the World ſhall be of any ſhorter 

continuanee, as this. indirectly inſinuates, that it may 
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